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' Family history research begins in modern times and works backwards, generation

by generation. Discoveries for all American families, regardless of ethnicity, are
made through census records, military papers, vital records (births, marriages,

and deaths), and other documents created over a lifetime.

African American family history research, however, can pose unique challenges
as you follow your family into the 19th century, just prior to the Civil War.

Part One of this guide walks you through the steps to discovering your family's

unique history through the 20th century and back to the 1870 census. Part Two

shows you clues to look for in the 1870 census and earlier records, with tips for
continuing your research even further back through time.
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View the records

Ancestry,com is a fantastic

resource for learning more
about your family history — and
viewing the historical records
that mark key moments in your
ancestors' lives. You'll have

access to the records on

Ancestry.com with a FREE trial
or a paid membership. Visit
www.Ancestry.com to
get started.
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start in 1940

Your research starts with family members who are alive today. Listen to

stories, ask questions, and jot down names, places, dates, and other de

tails. Then use these details to search the 1940 U.S. Federal Census on

Ancestry.com for someone in your family who was living in the U.S. in

1940. (If you're new to the site, you may be asked to input your name so

the site can save your search information into a family tree and conduct

behind-the-scenes searches for additional records for you.)

• Start your search with the 1940 U.S. Federal Census because it

lists all 134 million people living in the United States on April 1,

1940, by name. Along with names, you'll learn things like oc
cupation, address, education level, birthplace, and other people
living in the house.
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Pay attention to those details. You may find multiple people with the same name as your ancestor in
the 1940 census, and you can use names of other family members, ages, street names, and other facts

to make sure you've got the right person. Add the census record to your family tree so Ancestry.com
can use it along with other details you provide to look for more records while you continue your search
by moving on to the 1930 census.












